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Inspiring young minds, creating possibilities
Welcome back.
It’s hard to believe it is already Term 2 and I know many people (not just those who work in
schools) think that ‘busy’ is the new normal, with very few ‘quiet’ times.
In Term 1 we continued our focus on strengthening Literacy and Numeracy, implemented the
PATHS program and reviewed many of our management processes.
One of the highlights last term was the Open Night with the classrooms and specialist rooms
open, forums on key literacy and numeracy strategies, and the movie night. This evening was
a wonderful opportunity for the school community to come together and I am very appreciative
of the support provided by the P & C to encourage families to picnic and mingle.
The staff commenced Term 2 a day earlier than the students and were involved in a full day of
professional learning and school development activities, including:









Mathematics Problem Solving —This session was presented by Michaela Wright,
Statewide Services and covered mental computations, mathematics proficiencies,
planning and assessing problem solving tasks. Each year level will be completing an
assigned problem solving task prior to the mid-term follow-up moderation session to
ensure teachers of the same year level are making consistent judgements prior to
writing reports. The staff also explored the Department’s Dashboard database to
develop an understanding of how it may be used to plan targeted learning programs.
Behaviour Management Review—The staff discussed the Department’s requirement for
public schools to initiate Good Standing for students and explored what this may look
like at our school eg behaviours expected to retain good standing, behaviours which
may lead to a loss of good standing, how good standing may be reinstated and suitable
rewards for students with good standing. The Year 6 students have also been
discussing the good standing concept in their meetings with Ms Bryan, Deputy
Principal. This information forms part of our continuing review of our Behaviour
Management Guidelines which will include an opportunity for parent input.
Student Support Guidelines – Staff members were provided an update on the progress
of the review coordinated by Sharon Downsborough, Deputy Principal, with the support
of our School Psychologist Kim McKay and one of the regions Lead School
Psychologists, Grania McCudden, A key focus of the review has been on clarifying
processes to identify students, data to be collected, intervention support and
expectations. Teachers were also provided information to assist with data entry on
Integris.
Business Plan and School Improvement Action Plan (SIAP) – Staff were presented with
an overview linking the Business Plan, SIAP and other key documents at the system
and school level, and activities planned to support school improvement this term eg
Mathematics problem-solving moderation, assessing narrative writing using BrightPath,
PATHS Program (Emotional Understanding and Peer Relationships).

Term 2 Planner—located on Connect in the Library folder
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2019 WA EDUCATION AWARDS

Nominations for the 2019 WA Education Awards opened on Monday 1 April 2019 and will close Friday 31 May
2019. Schools are being encouraged to acknowledge the hard work, commitment and passion of staff members
by nominating an individual or school for an award.
In 2019 nominations may be submitted for any of the following 11 categories:
WA Premier’s Primary Teacher of the Year
WA Premier’s Secondary Teacher of the Year
WA Premier’s Excellence in Aboriginal Education
WA Beginning Teacher of the Year
WA Education Assistant of the Year
WA Aboriginal and Islander Education Officer of the
Year

WA School Services Staff Member of the Year
WA Primary School of the Year
WA Secondary School of the Year
WA Primary School Principal of the Year
WA Secondary Principal of the Year

Anyone employed by the Department of Education can submit a nomination, as well as the chairs of School
Boards/Councils and presidents of P & C Associations.

If you believe that a nomination should be submitted in a particular
category, please speak with a member of the school leadership team
immediately or contact the Chair, School Board or the President, P & C.
More Information: https://www.education.wa.edu.au/wa-education-awards

ANZAC COMMEMORATIVE SERVICE
The 2019 ANZAC Commemorative Service was a solemn and respectful occasion. Each class had spent time
creating wreaths which were laid by selected students during the service.
The Student Councillors are to be commended on the way they conducted the service with a special mention to
Lotte O. for writing and reading her poem My Son the ANZAC and Rose M. for reciting the poem A Brown Slouch
Hat.
The choir sang the song Message of Hope beautifully. This song is based on the book ‘The Lighthouse Girl’ written
by Dianne Wolfer. It also has a special link to some of our North Perth students who are associated with the book’s
author and the lighthouse on Breaksea Island, off the coast of Albany.

VINCENT COMMUNITY ANZAC DAY MARCH AND SERVICE
Each year our Student Councillors represent the school at the ANZAC Service held at Axford
Park in Mount Hawthorn. This year, in addition to attending the service with Deputy Principal,
Sharon Downsborough, the students laid two wreaths and Rose read the poem A Brown Slouch
Hat by J Albert and Son.
The students very proudly represented our school and we thank the parents for supporting their
participation in this community event during the school holidays.
Below is an excerpt from the letter received from the City of Vincent thanking the school for
supporting the event.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
The City would like to extend a thank you to you and North Perth Primary for your involvement in the City and Mt
Hawthorn RSL’s Anzac Day Service.
In particular we would like to thank Rose for reading A Brown Slouch Hat, Rose did a wonderful job reading.
The Service received many positive comments for its community collaboration and feel which wouldn’t have been possible
without your involvement.
I look forward to seeing North Perth Primary at future Remembrance Day and Anzac Services.
Alanna Curtin
Community and Civic Events Officer
City of Vincent

MAKING MUSIC IN KINDERGARTEN
In Term 1, Mr Duncan from Child’s Play Music visited the Kindergarten children and brought with him all the
instruments he has made from recyclable goods. By far, the highlight was playing as an orchestra. During this
experience we learnt to listen to each other and to watch the conductor, so we knew when to start and stop
playing, when to be loud or quiet (forte and piano), when to get louder or softer (crescendo and diminuendo) or
when to go fast or slow (allegro and adagio).
Here is what some of the children had to say:
Tyra – I liked the drums.
Lizzie – I really liked the beautiful sounds we made.
Jack – I loved playing the thong-o-phone!
Grace M – I liked blowing in the balloon bassoon.

PARENTING IDEAS: HELPING KIDS FEEL GOOD BY DOING GOOD
A copy of the latest Parenting Ideas Insights newsletter has been placed in Parenting Resources in the Library
folder on Connect.
The newsletter, Helping kids feel good by doing good, has been written by Justin Coulson, a parenting expert who
has presented at our school. The newsletter highlights recent research that altruistic
behaviours are associated with better wellbeing, health and longevity and it also
includes five ways to help guide children to be kind and do good.
I hope you find the article helpful. While you’re in the Parenting Resources folder
consider spending a little extra time to check out the other resources.
KEY DATES:
Friday 3 May
Saturday 4 May
Monday 6 May
Tuesday 7 May
Wednesday 8 May

Thursday 9 May

Friday 10 May

Monday 13 May
Tuesday 14 May

KIDDO Assessments - new students
Olive Harvest Day (P & C)
School Board 5.00pm
Connect Parent Session 5.00pm
Assembly Year 2 Room 19
Mothers Day Pamper Day
- Kindergarten Room 16 2,30pm
Staff Meeting: PATHS 3.15pm
Canteen Committee 9.00am
Mothers Day Stall (P & C)
- before school 8.15am—8.45am
- after school 3.00pm—3.15pm
Mothers Day Pamper Day
- Kindergarten Room 18 2.30pm
Prospective Parent Tour #4 9.30am
Eagles Cup #1 NPPS vs Westminster
P & C Meeting 7.30pm
NAPLAN (Year 3 & 5 ) commences

ARE YOU CONNECTED?
Connect is one of the primary platforms North
Perth Primary School uses to communicate
with parents. The school also uses Connect to
distribute Student Achievement Reports each
semester.
If you are a new parent, or simply want to
know more about how you can effectively use
Connect, come along to a brief parent
information session in the Library next week.
Date: Tuesday 7 May 2019
Time: 5.00pm – 5.30pm
Venue: School Library
Please register for this session by
emailing
Andrew.Streeton@education.wa.edu.au

WALK SAFELY TO SCHOOL DAY: FRIDAY 17 MAY 2019

Walk Safely to School Day asks that we all consider our transport habits and try to
incorporate more walking as part of a healthy, active way to get around. Walking brings
many benefits for children (and adults) such as improving health and concentration, and
also reducing traffic congestion and associated pollution. Walking all the way to school may
not be realistic for some of us but it is relatively easy to figure out how you can build a walk
into your family’s daily routine.





You can teach your child the healthy habit of walking more by:
Walking with them the whole way to school
If they get the bus, walk past your usual stop and get on at the next stop
If you have to drive, park the car a few blocks away from the school and walk the rest of the way.

Walking also gives you a great opportunity to teach your child safe ways to behave around roads and traffic.
Remember, Active Kids are Healthy Kids so get planning your own Walk Safely to School Day journey for Friday
17 May 20189
For more information, visit www.walk.com.au

STUDENT ATTENDANCE
The importance of attending school every day cannot be understated. There is a direct and measurable relationship
between student absence and student achievement. North Perth Primary School is always striving to increase
student attendance rates to have every child at school every day. The School Education Act 1999 requires parents
to send their children to school each school day unless there is good reason for them not to attend eg illness.
The table below demonstrates how regular absences accumulate over time.
If your child misses…

That equals…

Which is…

Over 13 years of
schooling that’s…

Which is equivalent
to your child
finishing…

1 day per fortnight

20 days per year

4 weeks per year

Nearly 1.5 years

Year 11

1 day per week

40 days per year

8 weeks per year

Over 2.5 years

Year 10

2 days per week

80 days per year

16 weeks per
year

Over 5 years

Year 7

3 days per week

120 days per year

24 weeks per
year

Nearly 8 years

Year 4

Notifying the school
Parents are required to notify the school within three days of any absence.
The vast majority of parents at North Perth Primary School do an excellent job by notifying the school of absences,
either in advance, on the morning of, or directly after their child is absent.

Please contact your classroom teacher to discuss any issues, or if you are seeking further support to ensure your
child’s attendance at school every day.
Andrew Streeton
Deputy Principal

FREE PARENTING SEMINARS
You are invited to attend the Triple P Seminar Series. You will
learn practical, positive and effective ways to deal with common behavioural problems and ways to help your child achieve
their best at school and in the future.
Parents are encouraged to attend all 3 seminars:

Children's behaviour - the tough part of parenting

Raising Confident Children

Raising Emotionally Resilient Children
The next FREE 3 week Series is held:
When: 10 May, 17 May & 24 May 2019
Location: 28 Eighth Avenue, Maylands
RSVP: Bookings are essential and places are limited.
Please visit healthywa.wa.gov.au/parentgroups to book your
place.
To find other available programs visit our
website: www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/
parentgroups

SCHOOL WATCH
Please report any suspicious activity or
vandalism to the following:
School Watch Security
1800 177 777
Police 13 14 44

KIDS HELPLINE

Free, private and confidential,
phone counselling service
specifically for young people
aged between 5 and 25.
1800 551 800

REMINDER
Dogs are not permitted on school property,
including the school oval and car
parks between the buildings and
oval.

