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Inspiring young minds, creating possibilities
Welcome to the new school year at North Perth Primary School, an Independent Public School (IPS).
I do hope that everyone had the opportunity to relax and recharge during the holiday break. Several new families and a
new Year 3 teacher have joined us and I know everyone will make them feel a part of our wonderful school community.
Our first week has flowed smoothly with the children happy to be with their friends, excited to meet their new teachers
and settling back into the school routine very quickly.
One of the key differences you may have noticed on the first day is the location of the primary classes. As previously
advised, the Kindergarten to Year 2 classes are now located on the south side of the school and the Year 3 to 6 classes
are located in the main building on the north side of the school. There is also a Year 3 class in the transportable building.
Another change is the timing of the lunch period for the primary classes. Previously the period between morning recess
and lunch allowed less than an hour of instruction and students were often just settling into an activity when it was time
to stop for lunch. This period is now longer with lunch commencing at 1.10pm, instead of 12.10pm on four days. Lunchtime will commence at 12.10pm on Fridays due to the canteen. The students are encouraged to have a water bottle and
a small snack box in the classroom to ‘crunch and sip’ throughout the day. We have also reviewed some of our
processes to ensure all children are eating before playing during each school break.
While everyone was enjoying the holidays some essential site maintenance was carried out, including the cleaning of
the sandpits to remove debris which on this occasion included sticks, gum nuts, broken glass, cigarette butts, animal
faeces, clothing, toys and assorted rubbish. The batten ceilings in Room 1 and 2 were also removed, along with
decades of dust, and new plasterboard installed. Surprisingly, the rooms look bigger!
Term planners, key announcements and news items will be posted on Connect so please ensure you read the Connect
Notices and attachments distributed as this is one of the ways we keep you informed about school matters. The planner
distributed last weekend is currently being updated and will be posted on Connect when finalised.
Please mark Friday 15 March in your diary so you don’t miss our Term 1 Open Night. All the classrooms will be open
and there will be forums presented by the teachers with information about key school programs. The P & C annual
Movie Night will also be held. We will provide more information about this event later this term.
I am looking forward to a very positive and productive year as we work together to make our school stronger.
Karen Lockyer
Principal

TERM DATES FOR STUDENTS—2019

KEY DATES:
Monday 11 February

Parent-Teacher Meetings—begin
School Board Members Training
Protective Behaviours
- Parent Session 7.00pm
Wednesday 13 February Assembly 8.55am
School Banking Day—Library
Thursday 14 February Canteen Committee 9.00am
Friday 15 February
KIDDO Assessments
(registered K—Year 3 students)
Prospective Parent Tour 9.30am
Monday 18 February
P & C Meeting 7.30pm
Protective Behaviours Year 2 & 4

An Independent
Public School

Term 1:
Monday 4 February – Friday 12 April
Term 2:
Tuesday 30 April - Friday 5 July
Term 3:
Tuesday 23 July - Friday 27 September
Term 4:
Tuesday 15 October – Thursday 19 December
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Inclusivity
Resilience
Respect
Responsibility

STAFFING 2019
ADMINISTRATION STAFF

SPECIALIST TEACHING STAFF
Robyn Hart
Art
(Tues – Fri)

Art
Room

Helen MacPherson
(Tues—Friday)

Music

Music
Room

George Naumovski
(Wed —Friday)

Physical Education

Kelly Marinucci
(Thursday—Friday)

Year 3 – 6 French

Sharon Wandby

Year 1 - 2 DOTT

Anna Person

Ensemble (Tuesday)

Karen Lockyer

Principal

Jemma Bryan

Deputy Principal

Sharon Downsborough

Deputy Principal

Andrew Streeton

Deputy Principal

Debra Ansell

Manager,
Corporate Services

Corrina Cook

School Officer (Tues—Fri)

Anna Person

Double Bass (Tuesday)

Susan Shaw

School Officer
(Mon & Thurs)
Library Officer (Mon—Thurs)

Anne Devenish

Violin/Viola Teacher

Wendy Taite

Brass

Stephanie Arnold

Cello (Monday)

Natalie White

SUPPORT STAFF – EDUCATION ASSISTANTS

CLASS TEACHING STAFF
Rachelle Whitney
(Mon, Wed and alternate
Fridays)

Kindy
Group 1

Room 16

Sam Kop
(Tues, Thurs and alternate
Fridays)

Kindy
Group 2

Room 18

Aubrey Smith (Mon—Thur)
Alana Elliott (Friday)

Pre-primary

Caris Miffling (Mon—Thur)
Sharon Wandby (Friday)

Pre-primary

Room 21

Mardi McNamara

Year 1

Room 12

Julie Fort

Year 1

Room 13

Suzy Minson

Year 1/ 2

Room 14

Sasha Dunn

Year 2

Room 15

Charlotte Walker

Year 2

Room 19

Sarah Thomason

Year 3

Room 1

Eleanor Costello

Year 3

Room 2

Deb Smith

Year 3

Room 22

Kat Petterson

Year 4

Room 4

Melissa Mezzatesta

Year 4

Room 5

George Naumovski (M—T)
Vic Covban (Wed – Fri)

Year 4/ 5

Room 6

Robyn Newman

Year 5

Paul McFarland
Mary Knee

Suzana Conda

Education Assistant
(Mainstream)

Denise Koch

Education Assistant
(Special Needs)

Gillian Layton

Education Assistant
(Mainstream)

Usha Rajput

Education Assistant
(Special Needs)

Sherie Robertson

Education Assistant
(Special Needs)

Kerry Russell

Education Assistant
(Mainstream)

Cristina Scott

Education Assistant
(Mainstream)

Cindy Spight

Education Assistant
(Special Needs)

Leanne Stewart

Education Assistant
(Mainstream)

Kath White

Education Assistant
(Mainstream)

Room 20

SUPPORT STAFF - FACILITIES
Ray McGlade

Gardener

Room 7

Eric McPhail

Cleaner-in-Charge

Year 6

Room 9

Tanya Coso

Cleaner

Year 6

Room 10

Caroline Richards

Cleaner

MATHS CURRICULUM
2019 is looking to be a very exciting year of learning and applying mathematical concepts to enable each
student to achieve to the best of their ability.
Last Friday our teachers worked with Michaela Wright, Principal Consultant (Numeracy Support), who has been
a Numeracy specialist for over 14 years with extensive experience supporting teachers to develop a strong
Numeracy program. To this end, we are pleased to be taking a two pronged attack at North Perth Primary
School to improve student outcomes in Mathematics.
Firstly, we will continue to work closely with Michaela throughout Semester 1, and possibly beyond, having
already scheduled regular professional learning sessions with her. Feedback from staff following our first
session, on Mental Maths and the Proficiency Strands, was glowing with a high level of excitement for future
sessions.
Secondly, we are introducing Oxford Maths, which is a comprehensive and engaging Mathematics program for
Pre-primary to Year 6 that ensures every student can access the curriculum at their own point of need. It offers
multiple pathways for students of varying ability, and supports the 'gradual release of responsibility' approach,
where initial scaffolding is gradually reduced to allow students to become confident and independent
mathematicians. The program includes a wealth of hands-on activities, small-group and whole-class tasks,
practice exercises and open-ended problem-solving opportunities. It helps students make connections with
mathematics in the real world and encourages higher-order thinking and reasoning.
Stay tuned for more updates throughout Semester 1.

PATHS
PATHS (Promoting Alternative Thinking Strategies) is a social emotional learning program that helps children
resolve conflicts peacefully, handle emotions positively, empathise and make responsible decisions.
Last term we implemented PATHS Student of the Day which proved to be very popular and well supported by
our students. We will continue with this strategy and will also look at differentiating the ‘student token’ (sticker) to
something that is age appropriate to each year level. The Student of the Day receives compliments from their
peers and teachers and will bring home a sheet with several of their compliments recorded. You are encouraged
to join in with the celebration at home and add your own compliments.
Our School Psychologist, Kim McKay, is a trained PATHS facilitator and delivered professional learning which
focused on the Self Control and Problem Solving domains to our teaching staff last Friday. You will start to hear
more PATHS language and see posters regarding the key strategies displayed in the classrooms
We will be conducting a PATHS parent information session this term and it will be advertised shortly.
Sharon Downsborough
GIFTED AND TALENTED SECONDARY
SELECTIVE ENTRANCE PROGRAMS
Gifted and Talented Secondary Selective Entrance
Programs provide a unique and challenging
curriculum designed to bring out the very best in
gifted students. These programs offer students the
opportunity to study a selective academic, language
or arts curriculum at one of 17 public secondary
schools or online.
Information regarding this program and the online
application process was distributed to all Year 5
students in 2018. They were encouraged to apply
immediately to avoid missing the closing date at the
start of the school year.
Applications for entry in Year 7, 9, 10 and 11 in 2019
close Sunday, 10 February 2019.
Parents can find more information and apply online at
www.education.wa.edu.au/giftedandtalented
or they can contact the Gifted and Talented Selection
Unit on 9264 4307 or at gtsu@education.wa.edu.au.

PROSPECTIVE PARENT TOUR 2019
These tours are conducted by a member of the
administration team to provide prospective parents the
opportunity to learn more about our programs and also
have a closer look at our school facilities.
TERM 1
 Week 2
 Week 5
 Week 9

Friday 15 February 2019
Wednesday 6 March 2019
Tuesday 2 April 2019

TERM 2
 Week 2
 Week 6
 Week 10

Friday 10 May 2019
Wednesday 5 June 2019
Tuesday 2 July 2019

TERM3
 Week 3
 Week 6
 Week 10

Wednesday 7 August 2019
Friday 30 August 2019
Thursday 26 September 2019

TERM 4
 Week 3
 Week 6
 Week 9

Wednesday 30 October 2019
Monday 18 November 2019
Tuesday 10 December 2019

PROTECTIVE BEHAVIOURS PROGRAM
The Year 2 and Year 4 students will be learning about
protective behaviours during their health lessons this
term. Ali Fisher will be taking these lessons (five in
total) from Weeks 3 to 8, excluding Week 5 due to the
Labour Day public holiday. The classroom teachers
will assist Ms Fisher to deliver the lessons.
Why teach protective behaviours? Children are among
the most vulnerable members of the Australian
community. As educators and as parents, it is our
responsibility to provide them with the necessary skills
to manage in a variety of situations.
The program teaches children that “We all have the
right to be safe with people” and that “We can talk
with someone about anything, no matter what it
is”. The children will be taught to pay attention to their
early warning signs, like butterflies or a pounding
heart, that signify that we do not feel safe. They will
develop a network of people to whom they can turn to
for help and support and they will learn to be
PERSISTENT; to keep asking for help until they feel
safe again and their early warning signs have gone
away.
Ms Fisher will also be conducting a free parent
information session which will include an opportunity
for parents to ask questions about the program.
Parents of our Year 2 and Year 4 students will receive
more information regarding this five week program
and the parent workshop next week.
At the conclusion of this program parents will be
invited to provide feedback on the content and
structure of the program to help determine if the
program will be conducted in 2020.

SCHOOL ASSEMBLY
Our first assembly will be held in the undercover area on
Wednesday 13 February, commencing at 8.55am.
We will be introducing the new staff members, announcing
the Year 6 Student Leaders for Semester 1 2019 and also
presenting merit certificates.
We do hope you can join us.

CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS
North Perth Primary School is committed to health
promotion strategies and believes that learning healthy
eating habits commences early in life. The school and
staff promote a culture of healthy eating and are
committed to providing relevant information, skills and
resources to students and caregivers. Our Healthy
Eating Guidelines includes the following statement:
“Parents are not to bring snacks or birthday cakes to
their child’s classroom. This is for the health and safety
of all students, including those who may experience
significant allergy to particular foods.”
Please do not send birthday cakes, lolly bags or other
treats to your child’s class as we will be unable to
distribute them.
Thank you
PARENT PARKING
As there is limited parking available around the school
we encourage our school families to consider walking
or riding to school. If you are unable to walk all the way
to school, consider parking a short distance away and
walking the last bit – it’s a healthy choice, will help the
environment and also ease traffic congestion. There
are manned crossings on View Street, Angove Street,
Charles Street and Loftus Street to help keep everyone
safe crossing these busy roads.
If you do drive all the way to school please abide by the
road signage and be considerate of our Albert Street
neighbours by not parking on their verge or blocking
drive-ways.
Please do not use the car park located between the
main school buildings and the oval. This car park is
for staff members vehicles, delivery vehicles and
the out-of-school care buses only. It is important
for staff members to be able to park in the school
car park as street parking around the school has
time restrictions and it can be very disruptive to the
school program when staff need to move their
vehicle during the school day.
Note: Visitors to our school with a valid ACROD
Parking Permit may use the disabled bay near the
‘rainbow gate’ - enter the car park from Albert Street.

START OF SCHOOL DAY
We understand children are excited to get to school each day, however, we encourage everyone to arrive after
8.30am as teachers are busy preparing for the day prior to this time and supervision is limited.
All students arriving before 8.30am are required to wait in the front courtyard. On wet days they may wait in the
undercover area.
Students participating in the school choir, ensemble, an early excursion or school banking may go to their
designated area at the time arranged.
Please remember that there is no playing on playground equipment or with sport equipment before or after school
for safety reasons.
Thank you.

2018 GRADUATION CEREMONY
In the final week of the 2018 school year our graduating
students were joined by special guests, staff members,
family members and friends to celebrate the completion
of their primary schooling. Several awards were also
presented. We wish all our 2018 Year 6 students the
very best for the future and hope that no matter where
life leads them they will always feel connected to our
school.
AWARDS

AWARD RECIPIENT

Citizenship Award

English Award

Phoenix G
Neave M
Paige B
Giuseppe Z
Jazz K

Science Award

Ellie B

Humanities and Social
Sciences Award
Music Award

Isabelle W

Sportsperson Award

Ella H

Art Award

Isabelle W

Mathematics Award

Lucas L

Dux Award

Jazz K

Mount Lawley SHS
SVAPA Scholarship

Neave M

Encouragement Award

Alexander S

Congratulations to Rosie B and Zoe H for performing
their Leader of Ceremony role superbly and to Cooper Z
for reciting the Acknowledgement to Country.
Thank you to the Year 5 parents for providing the
magnificent supper for this event.
Each year the graduating class
presents a gift to the school and in
2018 the students presented a bird
bath as their gift. It will be installed
in the front courtyard soon.
Help Wanted: Please contact
Debra in the school office if you
are able to assist with the
installation of the bird bath.

SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS
WINNERS
The Mayor of the City of
Vincent,
Emma
Cole,
attended
a
Term
4
assembly and presented
three of our students with
certificates in recognition of
their outstanding artwork. The students designs
informed the creation of the Spirit of Christmas banners
that were displayed along Scarborough Beach Road,
Mount Hawthorn, and Fitzgerald Street, North Perth.
The Mayor indicated that it was impossible to just pick
two entries from those submitted by North Perth, so
they chose three instead!
Congratulations to Ethan J, Amy H and Rose M on
their beautiful artwork.
Thank you also to Robyne Hart, our amazing Visual
Arts Specialist for coordinating the students
participation in this annual event.
UPDATE: NORTH PERTH
COMMON PROJECT
The Year 6 (2018) students
created 77 hexagonal tiles for the
City of Vincent North Perth
Common Project being developed
at the corner of Fitzgerald and
View Street. Their designs
included Western Australian flora
and fauna, and patterns based on nature. The tiles
were fired in natural colours and those of the planned
suspended lighting installation.
Well done boys and girls, you
worked hard to make an
artistic contribution to the
new space being developed
in the North Perth Town
Centre.
ARTIST OF THE MONTH
This is a new Visual Arts initiative for Year 1 to 6
students to showcase our students’ outstanding artistic
talent.
Leah J was selected as the artist for the month of
December 2018.
Her artwork is a landscape painting in the style of the
French Impressionist artist Claude Monet. It is titled
‘The Cliff Walk at Pourville’.

NIGHT OF CELEBRATION
SONGS FROM THE MOVIES

2018 MUSICAL RECITAL (VIOLIN/VIOLA)
Congratulations to our amazing students and their fabulous teacher,
Miss Todea, on the high quality recital they put on during the last
week of school. Thank you also to all of the parents, grandparents
and friends who were able to stop by in the undercover area to listen
to them perform. This was by far the best recital I have had the
pleasure to see and I was so proud of each and every student.
Bravo!
Ms Downsborough

SCHOOL
BANKING
Wednesdays
8.15am

BOOK DONATION TO NORTH PERTH
North Perth Primary School recently received four new books for our library due to
student, Grace S, generously nominating our school for the ‘Library Love’ initiative. This
program donates a book to an Australian library for every 10 sold online by the
company running the promotion. Thank you, Grace.

in the
school library

TRIPLE P
POSITIVE PARENTING PROGRAM

You are invited to attend a Group Triple P. Triple P
teaches positive, practical and effective ways to
manage common issues which most parents will face.
Triple P Positive Parenting helps you:

raise happy, confident kids

manage kids’ behaviour so everyone enjoys life
more

set family rules and routines that everyone
follows

get along well with your kids and argue less, and

balance work and family without stress
All parents, carers and grandparents are welcome to
attend.
Next FREE Triple P Group Program:
Date: Commencing Friday 8 February 2019
5 Group Sessions on Fridays
8 Feb, 15 Feb, 22 Feb, 1 March & 29 March
3 Phone Calls- March, 15 March & 22 March
Time: 9:30am - 11:30am
Venue: Loftus Recreation Centre
Loftus Street & Vincent Street
Leederville WA 6007
Crèche Available: Please contact Loftus Recreation
Centre to book your child in 9227 6526
RSVP:Bookings are essential and places are limited.
To book online
www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/parentgroups
Unable to book online?
Please call 1300 749 869
To find other available programs visit our website
www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/parentgroups

SCHOOL SPORT WA
State 12 Years & Under AFL
Team
The trials for this year's State Team
will take place during 1st term and
the April school holidays.
Only players turning 11 and 12 years of age in 2019 are
eligible to nominate.
The 2019 State 12 Years & Under AFL Team
championship will be held 3—10 August in Mandurah.
The trial dates can be found on the School Sport WA
website ( www.schoolsportwa.com.au ).
In order to nominate for the trials go to the School Sport
WA website and locate the 'Interstate' menu button
which is located at the top of the page. All relevant
details can be found on this webpage. If you have any
queries contact the Tour Leader, Alex McLennan, on
0438937078 or Alex.McLennan@education.wa.edu.au.
Alternatively, contact the School Sport WA office.
Information on other sports
Please also be aware that School Sport WA sends
teams interstate for other sports as well. To find out
more information go to the School Sport WA website
( www.schoolsportwa.com.au ).
Below is a list of sports and their travel
dates. Nomination details can be found on the website.
Basketball
9 - 16 August
Cricket
17 - 24 Nov
Cross Country
22 - 26 August
Football (Soccer) 24 - 30 August
Golf
9 – 14 Nov
Hockey
17 - 24 August
Netball
13 - 20 Sept
Rugby League
3 - 10 August
Swimming
31 July - 2 August
Diving
27 July - 7 August
Tennis
12 - 19 October
Touch Rugby
26 Oct - 2 Nov

Bendigo, Vic
Adelaide, SA
Woolongong
Canberra, ACT
Toowoomba, Qld
Bendigo, Vic
Canberra, ACT
Brisbane, Qld
Melbourne, Vic
Melbourne, Vic
Perth, WA
Canberra, ACT

ON-ENTRY LITERACY AND NUMERACY ASSESSMENT
Making sure young children have the essential skills for future literacy and numeracy
development at school is crucial. North Perth Primary School will be participating in the
Department of Education’s state-wide On-entry Assessment Program. This early intervention
assessment program assesses the foundation literacy and numeracy skills of Pre-primary
students using diagnostic assessment tools to support teachers’ professional judgements and
helps them develop appropriate teaching and learning programs. It also means that students
at risk in critical aspects of their literacy and numeracy can be identified and appropriate action implemented.
Parents of our Pre-primary students will receive a letter with more information about this assessment program
which will commence shortly.
Further information can also be found by accessing the On-entry Assessment Program website at det.wa.edu.au/
educationalmeasurement/On-entry and clicking on Information for Parents.

The TERM 1 2019 PLANNER is located on Connect.

SAFE TO SCHOOL
The following are tips provided by the Department of
Education to assist parents to regularly remind their
children about how to stay safe while walking/riding to
and from school.

Always travel in a group.

Walk on the footpath on the right hand side of the
road so you face oncoming traffic.

Wherever possible, leave space between you and
the roadway.

Stay in areas that are well lit.

Stay in view – avoid going into areas that are
hidden (such as parkland bush or behind shopping
centres) and planning trips to avoid such locations.

Be alert – earphones and headphones can reduce
your awareness considerably.

If you have a mobile phone, have it turned on and
ready to dial an emergency number.

If a passing car stops nearby, never get too close.

Do not hesitate to run from a situation if you feel at
risk.

Report suspicious behaviour to your parents,
school and the police (call 131 444 to report an
incident or 1800 333 000 to reach Crime
Stoppers), noting number plates of cars and/or
clothing or distinguishing features of individuals.
To get the latest community safety information from
police, visit WA Police on Facebook www.facebook.com/
WA.Police or online at www.police.wa.gov.au

CONTRIBUTIONS AND CHARGES
The Contributions and Charges 2019 letter is located
in the Administration and Communication folder in the
Connect Library. This letter advises that the voluntary
contribution will remain at $60 for each child in 2019.
Contributions collected in 2019 will be used to
supplement curriculum area budgets in English,
Mathematics, Science, Visual Arts and Physical
Education.
Extra Cost Optional Components
Activities that enrich the educational program will be
offered to students throughout the year and may vary
at each year level. The table in the letter is a
summary of the optional components and the
maximum anticipated payment for 2019.
The activities will not exceed the costs shown and if
an activity does not transpire within the school year
no payment for that event will be required.
Personal Items for Student Use
These lists are often referred to as Book Lists and
were distributed to parents last year.
Financial Arrangements
Please read the section regarding financial hardship,
payment schedules and refunds.
Many of our school families have
dogs as pets and some like to
include them in the daily walk to
and from school.
Please be aware that dogs are not
permitted on school property,
including the school oval and car parks between
the buildings and oval.
We request that parents also consider the safety of
our students by not leaving dogs unattended on the
school oval or near the school boundary.

KIDS HELPLINE
Free, private and confidential, phone
counselling service
specifically for young
people aged between 5 and 25.

1800 551 800
SCHOOL WATCH
Please report any suspicious activity or
vandalism to the following:
School Watch Security
1800 177 777
Police 131 444

