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Annual Report 2009  
 

It is my pleasure to present the 2009 annual 
report for the school’s 110th year.  This annual 
report provides information about the 
performance of North Perth Primary School 
during 2009 in both academic and non-
academic areas, as well as a summary of key 
activities accomplished throughout the year.  
 

It is a celebration of 2009 as well as an 
accountability report for parents, the wider 
community and the Department of Education 
and Training. 
 

The ongoing positive partnership between North 
Perth Primary School and the wider community 
contributed to the provision of many enriching 
opportunities for our students in 2009.  It was a 
year that focussed on the arts and the 
environment as well as ensuring that we had 
strong teaching and learning programs in all 
classrooms.   
 

Some highlights of year included: 
·  Open Day and High Tea for the 110 

Anniversary 
·  An artist in residence project: Creation of 

a recycled metal archway entry to the 
school 

·  Australian Conservation Volunteers 
gardening project 

·  Commemorative rose garden 
 

 
 

·  Art night 
·  Bush dance 
·  The school received $125,000 from the 

Federal Government which was used to 
refurbish the specialist block. 

·  Year 6 and 7 Big Week Out 
·  Fundraising for the Victorian Bush fires 

·  Whole school excursion to the cinema to 
see James and the Giant Peach 

 

 
 

This report contains summaries from our 
Specialist Teachers who are responsible for 
value adding to learning by offering enriching 
programs. A large part of this report contains 
summaries of achievement for our Year 3, 5 and 
7 students in the National Assessment Program 
in Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN). The 
NAPLAN is an assessment of student learning 
throughout Primary School; the Year 3 NAPLAN, 
for example, reflects learning from Kindergarten 
through to Year 3. 
 

It was a year of outstanding student 
performance with very pleasing results in the 
second year of the NAPLAN, especially in 
spelling as well as grammar and punctuation, 
across the board.  Our Year 5s were our best 
performing level.    
 

We were particularly proud of our graduating 
students, with five of our 14 Year 7 students 
accepted into Gifted and Talent Programs at 
government secondary schools.   
 

It was the collaboration between members of the 
entire school community that allowed much to 
be achieved.   
 

I thank students, their parents and teachers and 
members of the wider school community for their 
contributions towards the success of the 2009 
school year. Our achievements and student 
results are a reflection of the dedication and 
enthusiasm of our staff, the committed support 
and interest of our parents and the motivation 
and engagement of our students in their 
learning. 
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It is pleasing to note that while we have been 
able to maintain and improve on the previous 
year’s results in most areas, there are aspects of 
the NAPLAN program that will require further 
improvement. Clearly these will become targets 
for 2010 and 2011. 
 

Generally speaking our results are sound and it 
is our aim in 2010 to improve NAPLAN 
performance so that we achieve scores 
equivalent to or higher than the highest 
achieving Australian state mean for the same 
cohort when they are tested again in 2011. 
 

We will do this primarily by: 
·  Providing a coordinated whole school 

approaches in literacy and numeracy 
·  Ensuring that we have sound teaching in 

all classrooms 
·  Providing a differentiated curriculum 
·  Extending students through oral 

language and critical thinking 
·  Employment of a 0.2 FTE Learning 

Support Coordinator. 
 

As we celebrate our successes of 2009 we look 
forward to new challenges in 2010.  Our growing 
student enrolments and the imminent building 
program, as part of the Federal Government’s 
Economic Stimulus Plan will pave the way for 
continued opportunities to improve outcomes 
and enrich the lives of our students. 
 

More importantly it gives us the opportunity to 
continue to improve the learning outcomes for 
our students. 
 

���������	�
Principal 
 
 
THE SCHOOL CONTEXT 
 

VISION 
To provide all students with optimum learning 
opportunities to enable development of their 
capabilities in a safe environment, which values 
self-worth, individual differences and promotes 
responsible, considerate participation in society. 
 

PHILOSOPHY 
North Perth Primary School staff recognise that 
students learn at different rates and believe that  
their time at primary school is but one chapter of 
life-long learning.  We believe students should 
have access to a flexible, supportive learning 
environment and have the opportunity to 
progress at their own rate of development. 
 
 
 

WE VALUE 
·  The pursuit of knowledge and a 

commitment to the achievement of 
potential 

·  Self acceptance and respect of self 
·  Respect and concern for others and their 

rights 
·  Social and civic responsibility 
·  Environmental responsibility. 

 

 
 

The community strongly supports the school’s 
endeavours in promoting a healthy lifestyle, 
providing enrichment in the arts, and the 
development of citizenship of our students as 
part of a global community.   
 
CONTEXT 
North Perth Primary School was established in 
1899.  Our heritage buildings, history and 
ongoing connection with a wide school 
community of past and present students are a 
special feature of this school.  The original 
school motto Honour, Loyalty and Duty is today 
understood as our values of Respect, Reliability 
and Responsibility. 
 

The majority of our students live in North Perth, 
and we also draw students from a small section 
of West Perth, Leederville and Mt Lawley. We 
are now a local intake school and enrolments 
are limited to children living within this area.  
 
The school features four main areas: 
·  The central hall and adjoining classrooms, 

which was originally the Senior School.  It 
comprises classrooms and music room each 
opening onto the hall.  It is used for 
collaborative teaching and learning and for 
whole school activities. 

·  The Information Technology Centre and 
Library which are accessed from the hall.  

·  The Pre-primary building and ECE grounds. 
·  The old Junior School houses classrooms 

and the Art Room & the Kindergarten.   
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The school grounds and facilities have improved 
enormously over recent years to include a 
covered assembly area, new toilets, a 
refurbished library, and fitness track and 
adventure playgrounds. The grounds have been 
enhanced by a terraced and landscaped area on 
the oval. The school’s strong environmental 
focus ensures frequent tree plantings, vegetable 
gardening and the creation of water-wise and 
bird-attracting gardens.  
 
STUDENT PERFORMANCE DATA  
 

PROGRESS ON IDENTIFIED PRIORITIES 
 

Teacher judgment, based on collaborative 
moderation of writing samples (Making 
Consistent Judgements - MCJ) and analysis of 
previous WALNA data lead to the selection of 
the following priorities in 2009.  For each priority 
a summary of progress is noted. 
 

Throughout 2009, we collected data from across 
a range of learning areas and for the purpose of 
developing appropriate leaning programs for our 
students.  In addition to the NAPLAN data, 
standardised assessments were conducted in 
spelling and reading along with teacher 
assessments and MCJ in Writing and Science, 
for teaching and reporting purposes.  
 

NAPLAN 
 

National Assessment Program – Literacy and 
Numeracy (NAPLAN) assessments were 
introduced in 2008 for all students in Australia in 
Years 3, 5, 7, and 9 and replace the WALNA, 
which were State assessments.  The NAPLAN 
tests assess student knowledge and skill in 
numeracy, reading, writing, spelling, punctuation 
and grammar. The results of the tests provide 
information for students, parents and school 
personnel about student achievement which can 
be used to inform teaching and learning 
programs. 
 

NAPLAN tests provide point-in-time information 
regarding student progress across Australia in 
literacy and numeracy and are intended to 
complement teacher judgement and the wide 
range of formal and informal testing programs 
that are already used in schools. As with all 
single assessments, NAPLAN test results are 
not intended to be used in isolation. 
 

Students falling below the minimum standard 
were previously identified as requiring extra 
support and Individualised Education Plans 
(IEPs) were in place to support learning.  
 

The following tables show the percentages of 
students in the top 20%, the middle 60% and the 
bottom 20% of our school compared with like 
schools, from the NAPLAN results.  
Sample sizes were: 
Year 3: 2008 30 Students; 2009 34 Students  
Year 5: 2008 24 Students; 2009 26 Students  
Year 7: 2008 24 Students; 2009 14 students 
 

In short, the results achieved by the students in 
Years 3, 5 and 7 at North Perth Primary School 
fall well within the accepted range for like 
schools.  The exceptions to this are: 
·  Year 3 Numeracy which fell just under 

expectations.  (This constituted only two 
students below the minimum standard with 
most students scoring strongly in the middle 
quintiles, with fewer students in the top 
quintile) 

·  Years 5 and 7 Reading which was well 
above expectations 

·  Years 7 Writing and Spelling which were 
both below expectations.  Again, the results 
clustered in the middle quintiles. It is to be 
noted that there were only 14 students in this 
sample, a number of whom were previously 
identified and working on a differentiated 
curriculum.   

 

In general we have very few children achieving 
below the minimum standard. These are all 
previously identified and have IEPs. 
 

As a general pattern we found that we have 
many capable students but their results cluster 
within the middle quintiles.  Our aim in 2011 and 
2013 for these cohorts is to achieve scores 
equivalent to, or higher than, the highest 
achieving Australian state mean, for the 
comparable cohort, when they are tested in 
future NAPLAN. 
 

NAPLAN RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

Across the board we aim to  
·  Provide opportunities for staff to engage with 

the NAPLAN data to develop coordinated 
plans to assist all students 

·  Use of NAPLAN data for diagnostic 
remediation 

·  Begin an earlier preparation for NAPLAN, 
especially for Year 3 students to become 
familiar with testing techniques to eliminate 
test factors in the lower performing students 

·  Use of the on-line NAPLAN preparation 
resources 

·  Teachers to collaborate to provide a 
differentiated curriculum across classes, 
where possible. 
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NUMERACY 
 

Year 3 Numeracy 

School Like Schools  

 2008 2009  2008 2009 

Top 20%  40 % 12 %  41 % 46 % 

Middle 60%  50 % 82 %  54 % 49 % 

Bottom 20%  10 % 6 %  5 % 5 % 

 

Year 5 Numeracy 

School Like Schools State  

 2008 2009  2008 2009 

Top 20%  46 % 42 %  47 % 46 % 

Middle 60%  54 % 54 %  48 % 50 % 

Bottom 20%  0 % 4 %  4 % 4 % 

 

Year 7 Numeracy 

School Like Schools State  

 2008 2009  2008 2009 

Top 20%  25 % 43 %  45 % 44 % 

Middle 60%  75 % 50 %  52 % 52 % 

Bottom 
20%  0 % 7 %  4 % 5 % 

 

Priority  
A focus on the Number strand with a back to 
basics solid program of teaching and learning of 
basic number facts and multiplication tables was 
included in the Year 4-7 mathematics program.  
These classes participated in weekly maths 
competitions to improve skill and recall. The WA 
syllabus was used as the basis for class 
programs.  In the junior classes a First Steps 
approach was used. 
 

Analysis 
An analysis of the NAPLAN data, at the detailed 
question level, along with other data collected by 
class teachers, concludes results were strong 
with only a few students’ scores under the 
minimum standard.  They were previously 
identified and had Individual Education Plans. 
Generally scores in NAPLAN clustered around 
the middle three quintiles. There was no 
particular pattern of error across the year levels. 
For example the naming of two and three 
dimensional shapes seemed to be a weakness 
in Year 3 whilst a relative strength was chance 
and data and conversion of minutes into hours.   
 

Teachers made use of the data at the question 
level to address areas of need in teaching and 

learning plans and teachers worked 
collaboratively to address needs of all students.    
 

Recommendations  
·  Develop a whole of school coordinated 

approach to the teaching of mathematics, 
focussing on First Steps strategies and use 
of WA syllabus. 
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READING 
 

Year 3 Reading 

School Like Schools State  

 2008 2009  2008 2009 

Top 20%  50 % 24 %  45 % 40 % 

Middle 60%  50 % 65 %  50 % 56 % 

Bottom 20%  0 % 12 %  5 % 4 % 

 

Year 5 Reading 

School Like Schools State  

 2008 2009  2008 2009 

Top 20%  32 % 62 %  40 % 42 % 

Middle 60%  64 % 38 %  55 % 52 % 

Bottom 20%  4 % 0 %  5 % 6 % 

 

Year 7 Reading 

School Like Schools State  

 2008 2009  2008 2009 

Top 20%  38 % 36 %  44 % 43 % 

Middle 60%  58 % 57 %  51 % 49 % 

Bottom 20%  4 % 7 %  5 % 8 % 

 

Priority 
A focus in the reading informational texts was a 
priority.  The Read Around, Write About stimulus 
text was used across the school. The WA 
syllabus was used as the basis for class 
programs. 
 

Analysis  
An analysis of this data, at the detailed question 
level, along with other data collected by class 
teachers, including the use of the Burt reading 
age test concludes that across the board our 
students are doing extremely well in reading.  
The NAPLAN results indicate students in Year 3 
achieving well within the standard deviation 
expectations and an improvement trend 
identified in Years 5 and 7 since 2006 and 2007 
respectively.   
 
 
 

Recommendations 
·  Develop a whole of school coordinated 

approach to the teaching of reading, 
focussing on First Steps strategies, use of 
WA syllabus 

·  Implementation of the literacy block. 

WRITING 
 

Year 3 Writing 

School Like Schools State  

 2008 2009  2008 2009 

Top 20%  43 %   35 %    46 %   38 % 

Middle 60%  53 %   56 %    48 %   59 % 

Bottom 20%   3 %    9 %     5 %    3 % 

 
Year 5 Writing 

School Like Schools State  

 2008 2009  2008 2009 

Top 20%  44 % 38 %  42 % 44 % 

Middle 60%  48 % 58 %  51 % 51 % 

Bottom 20%  8 % 4 %  7 % 5 % 

 
Year 7 Writing 

School Like Schools  

 2008 2009  2008 2009 

Top 20%  25 % 29 %  40 % 42 % 

Middle 60%  63 % 50 %  52 % 51 % 

Bottom 20%  13 % 21 %  8 % 6 % 

 
Priority 
Staff continued with explicit teaching of writing 
formats and used the Reading Around Writing 
About workbook. 
 
Analysis 
An analysis of this data, at the detailed question 
level, along with other data collected by class 
teachers, including MCJ of writing samples 
across year levels, concludes that students in 
Year 3, 5, and 7 are performing very well in 
writing with scores within the standard deviation 
expectations.  Only one Year 3 student and 
three Year 7 students are below the minimum 
standard.  Across the board we had many more 
students achieving scores in the top quintile as 
compared to the scores of the top 20% of all 
Australian schools. 
 
Recommendations 
·  Develop a whole of school coordinated 

approach to the teaching of writing, 
focussing on First Steps strategies, use of 
WA syllabus. 

·  Implementation of the literacy block. 
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SPELLING 
 

Year 3 Spelling 

School Like Schools  

 2008 2009  2008 2009 

Top 20%  37 % 18 %  41 % 36 % 

Middle 60%  63 % 79 %  55 % 61 % 

Bottom 20%  0 % 3 %  4 % 3 % 

 
Year 5 Spelling 

School Like Schools State  

 2008 2009  2008 2009 

Top 20%  48 % 35 %  35 % 38 % 

Middle 60%  40 % 65 %  59 % 56 % 

Bottom 20%  12 % 0 %  7 % 5 % 

 
Year 7 Spelling 

School Like Schools  

 2008 2009  2008 2009 

Top 20%  33 % 14 %  37 % 28 % 

Middle 60%  54 % 64 %  57 % 66 % 

Bottom 20%  13 % 21 %  6 % 5 % 

 
Priority 
In Spelling, a coordinated approach was also 
used with the inclusion of a workbook My 
Spelling Workbook.  A school policy which 
informs teacher planning is now embedded into 
school operations.  
 
Analysis  
An analysis of this data, at the detailed question 
level, along with other data collected by class 
teachers, including the South Australian Spelling 
Age test, concludes that our students are 
performing very well in spelling.  The NAPLAN 
indicates results are within standard deviation 
expectations in Years 3 and 5, with a declining 
trend in Year 7.  There is no pattern of errors 
evident. 
 
Recommendations  
·  Continue coordinated whole school 

approach to teaching spelling and embed 
school policy 

·  Use My Spelling Workbook, and The 
Complete Phonic Handbook 

·  Use Oxford Word List 
·  Use the Let’s Decode phonics overview. 

GRAMMAR AND PUNCTUATION 
 

Year 3 Punctuation & Grammar 

School Like Schools State  

 2008 2009  2008 2009 

Top 20%  47 % 29 %  44 % 47 % 

Middle 60%  53 % 68 %  53 % 51 % 

Bottom 20%  0 % 3 %  3 % 2 % 

 
Year 5 Punctuation & Grammar 

School Like Schools State  

 2008 2009  2008 2009 

Top 20%  44 % 54 %  46 % 48 % 

Middle 60%  44 % 46 %  50 % 48 % 

Bottom 20%  12 % 0 %  4 % 5 % 

 
Year 7 Punctuation & Grammar 

School Like Schools State  

 2008 2009  2008 2009 

Top 20%  58 % 43 %  46 % 43 % 

Middle 60%  29 % 50 %  49 % 51 % 

Bottom 20%  13 % 7 %  5 % 6 % 

 
Priority  
We had a continued focus on strengthening the 
basics in Grammar and Punctuation.  A whole 
school coordinated approach was used 
incorporating the text: Grammar Rules by Tanya 
Gibb 
 
Analysis 
An analysis of this data, at the detailed question 
level, along with other data collected by class 
teachers concludes that our students are 
achieving excellent results in this area.  The 
NAPLAN shows that students in Year 3, 5, and 7 
are performing very well in all aspects of 
grammar and punctuation.  There is only one 
student in Year 5 and one in Year 7 below the 
minimum standard. The distribution of results 
indicates that the school has more students 
overall in the top band.  
 

Recommendations 
·  Continue a coordinated whole school 

approach to the teaching of grammar and 
punctuation. 
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SPECIAL PROGRAMS IN 2009  
 

INFORMATION COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY 
 

Outcomes 
The ICT program at North Perth Primary School  
is overseen by Deputy Principal, Andrew 
Streeton.  He is responsible for overseeing the 
five year plan including the purchasing, 
maintenance and disposal of equipment, 
coordinating professional learning for staff in this 
area, and maintenance of the school website.   
 

Major initiatives in 2009 were: 
·  Development of a new and improved 

website.  This was done in partnership with a 
parent from the school with expertise in this 
area 

·  Electronic mailing of the majority of school 
newsletters, and posting on the school 
website 

·  Purchase of 11 new computers as described 
in the school’s five year plan 

·  Purchase of 2 additional electronic 
whiteboards and provision of appropriate 
professional learning. 

·  Investigation of a wireless network was 
deemed unfeasible. 

 

Recommendations 
·  All classes to have an electronic whiteboard 

by 2012 
·  All classes to have an extra computer for 

use within the classroom. 
 

STUDENTS AT EDUCATIONAL RISK (SAER) 
 

Outcomes 
The SAER portfolio is overseen by Deputy 
Principal Sharon Downsborough.  0.2 of her 
roles are devoted to a learning support role.  
She was responsible for assisting teachers to 
identify and cater for their SAER planning and 
assisted teachers to develop and implement 
personalised learning plans. A collaborative 
approach with parents and with external 
agencies was used in catering for SAER 
children.  Extension students attended District 
PEAC and JETS.  In addition the following 
strategies were used: 
·  Support-A-Reader was introduced 
·  Volunteers were used to assist small groups 
·  SAER tracking files were improved 
·  Professional learning was provided 
·  Standardised testing was coordinated to 

gather whole school data in spelling and 
reading, and oral language in K and PP. 

 

Recommendations 
·  Continue the role of Learning Support 

Coordinator 
·  Devise, implement and monitor personalised 

learning plans 
·  Continue the early identification of students 

at educational risk 
·  Provide a comprehensive handover for new 

teachers at the beginning of 2010. 
 

BEHAVIOUR MANAGEMENT 
 

Outcomes 
Behaviour management processes focussed on 
children learning to regulate their emotions to 
enable them to relate effectively with others.  
Individual Behaviour Management Plans 
(IBMPs) were developed and implemented in 
consultation with teachers, students, parents 
and the School Psychologist. 
 

Teachers were encouraged to use SIS to record 
incidents of inappropriate behaviour.   
We had 4 suspensions. 
 

Recommendations 
·  Continue to develop and implement IBMPs 

as required 
·  Use SIS to record behavioural issues 
·  Continue the implementation of the You Can 

Do It program. 
 

SCIENCE 
In Science the Primary Connections program 
was implemented across the school.  A 
significant amount of professional learning was 
provided for staff to implement this program.   
 

Classes across the school worked 
collaboratively using Primary Connections and 
this facilitated the moderation of students’ work, 
planning and assessment of outcomes.  
 

The focus was on investigating scientifically 
while studying natural and processed materials. 
Teacher reporting in science was closely aligned 
with the results allocated by schools of a similar 
SEI. This is evidence of the sound moderation 
that occurred thought out the year. 
 

Recommendations 
·  Investigate the feasibility of effectively using 

Primary Connections to deliver the National 
Curriculum. 
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VALUE ADDING  
 

The main form of valuing adding provided by 
North Perth Primary School in 2009 was through 
the provision of specialist programs for our 
students.  
 

SPECIALIST PROGRAMS 
 
Physical Education 
 

All students in Pre Primary to Year 7 participated 
in Physical Education sessions each week with 
our specialist teacher.  Some highlights from the 
year include: 
·  Daily Fitness 
·  Interschool Cricket Carnival for Year 6/7 
·  Eagles Cup football, netball and soccer 
·  Goonderup Day Athletics Carnival 
·  Winning of the Eagle Cup for senior football 
·  Interschool Athletics Carnival 
·  Tennis coaching at North Perth Tennis Club 
·  Coaching clinics in football, basketball, 

cricket and lacrosse 
·  Lawn bowls clinics run by North Perth Bowls 

Club 
·  Fundamental Movement Skills in Pre 

Primary 
·  School visits from West Coast Eagles’ and 

Perth Wildcats’ players 
·  Cycle to School and Walk to School Day 

with healthy breakfast for participants 
·  Year 6/7 Big Week Out 
·  Swimming lessons 
·  A variety of sports clinics. 
 

 
 

You Can Do It Program 
The You Can Do It program focuses specifically 
on the social and emotional well-being of 
students.  A whole school program was used in 
2009 covering the topics of resilience, getting 
along, persistence, organisation and confidence 
(both social and academic). Children’s 
perceptions of their development in the keys to 
success are printed in the Client Satisfaction 
Survey section of this report.  
 
 
 
 

Bullying Program 
A whole school survey on bullying was 
conducted in late 2008.  Data was collected on 
what types of bullying and where it was 
occurring in the school. This was analysed by 
staff in early 2009 and identified areas and times 
bullying behaviour most likely occurred. An extra 
teacher was added to the duty timetable to 
monitor highlighted areas. 
 

Staff received professional learning on how to 
respond to students who bully.  A Bully Box was 
placed in the school enabling students to report 
bullying behaviour.  Teachers have been able to 
respond to incidences quickly and work with 
both the bully and victims.  We saw a dramatic 
decrease in bullying with only a few students still 
requiring ongoing support to change their 
behaviours. 
 

Visual Arts and Performing Arts/Art Night 
All students in Pre-primary to Year 7 participated 
in a session of visual arts each week with our 
specialist.  Some highlights of the year included: 
 

·  A focus on dance with all classes learning 
folk dances which were displayed on the 
night as a bush dance.  Music was provided 
by parents of the school through their bush 
band 

 

·  The creation of the recycled metal archway 
to the school for the 110 anniversary. This 
was created using the students designs and 
scrap metal brought in by the school 
community.  Sculptor Tim Keevill completed 
the artwork for us 

·  The annual Art Night which this year 
focussed on painting a canvas based on the 
style of Australian artists.  The canvases 
were auctioned by the P&C to raise funds for 
the school. 

 

Music 
All students in Pre-primary to Year 7 participated 
in a session of music each week with our 
specialist.  Some highlights of the year included: 
·  Singing at school assemblies 
·  Participating in the SING Around Australia 

initiative 
 

The School of Instrumental Music program 
continued to provide individual tuition for 
approximately 30 students, many of whom also 
participated in the school ensemble.  The 
ensemble preformed at the orchestra festival 
and were judged as “Outstanding”. They also 
played for the Community Cappuccino Festival 
and at assemblies. 
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French 
In 2009 we were able to provide our French 
instruction from Pre-primary to Year 7.  As this 
was beyond DET requirements it was not able to 
be sustained for 2010. As LOTE funding is for 
Year 3-7 only. 
 

We applied to be part of the Mount Lawley SHS 
languages hub and will be able to provide 
Chinese Mandarin for our Years 5-7 in 2010, 
through high school resourcing. 
 

Volunteers Program 
Volunteers from the School Volunteer Program 
and the parent body provided substantial extra 
support in a range of areas, such as assisting on 
excursions, with cooking and in particular the 
reading program. 
 

Support a Reader Program 
The Support a Reader Program continued in 
2009 catering for 18 students throughout the 
year.  Parents and volunteers attended 
workshops to participate in the program.  
Students read with volunteers daily to develop 
their skills and confidence in reading. 
 

Assemblies 
The fortnightly school assemblies were an 
opportunity for all classes to show case the work 
they had been doing and to practice public 
speaking and performance skills. 
 

Anzac Day 
The ANZAC service was conducted by the 
Schools Councillors. There was maximum 
participation from Pre Primary to Year 7. 
Our students demonstrated a strong sense of 
compassion for the ANZAC tradition, through 
presentations and singing. There was 
participation by Mr David Buck who recited the 
Ode. 
 

Big Week Out 
Students in Year 6 and 7 participated in the 
inaugural Big Week Out. After a review of senior 
school camps, it was decided that a school 
camp will occur on a biannual basis with the Big 
Week Out in alternate years.  
 

The Big Week Out comprised of day excursions 
with one overnight stay. Activities were based on 
the themes of teamwork and challenge. It was 
hugely successful, with students working outside 
their comfort zone and learning to take safe 
risks. 
 

Cambodian Sister School 
All classes continued to participate in 
enterprising activities to raise funds for our sister 
school in Cambodia, Ungphek Primary School.  

Fundraising revolved around gardening projects.  
Although this is our final year of association with 
this project the school will continue to support 
Cambodian charities through the Caring For 
Cambodia Foundation in 2010. 
 

PARENT PARTICIPATION  
 

The school actively promoted and encouraged 
parent participation through the School Council, 
the Parents and Citizens’ Association (P&C) and 
through volunteer work in various curriculum 
activities. 
 

PARENTS AND CITIZENS’ ASSOCIATION 
 

During 2009 the P&C made a contribution of 
$16,547 to the school which was used to 
provide: 
·  Early childhood education equipment 
·  Reading resources for years 1 to 3 
·  First Aid professional development 
·  Earth rings (corrugated iron garden planters) 
·  Rotary cutter for art room 
·  Faction flags. 
 

The P&C also contributed to the improvement of 
school grounds by conducting a number of 
working bees and helped mulch school garden 
and paint benches, as well as plant the 
commemorative rose garden. 
 

An Environment Committee was establishment 
to assist the school in achieving its 
environmental goals. 
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 
 

During 2009 the School Council: 
·  Approved the 2009 School Plan 
·  Approved the 2009 School Budget 
·  Approved the 2010 Contributions and 

Charges Schedule 
·  Was a vehicle for the discussion and 

decision-making related to various policies 
specifically related to the Healthy Eating 
Policy 

·  Discussed school community issues that 
arose throughout the year, including the 
regarding the relocation of Year 7s to high 
school. A survey was drafted and distributed.  
Results were collated and found to be in 
majority against relocation (80%).  A letter 
outlining these findings was sent to the 
Minister for Education 

·  Discussed result of the Students Satisfaction 
Survey which also informed the 2010 school 
plan. 
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PARENT EDUCATION 
 

A number of parent education sessions were 
held in 2009.  Two Support a Reader parent 
workshops were held that focused on how 
students learn to read.  A reading workshop for 
parents of Kindy and Pre Primary students was 
aimed at supporting readers at home.  Meg 
Roche from the You Can Do It program ran a 
parent education workshop with the objective of 
up-skilling parents in parenting practices and 
supporting positive outcomes in young people 
including how to support the You Can Do It 
program at home. 
 

CLIENT SATISFACTION SURVEY 
 

A student satisfaction survey was conducted in 
Term 3, 2009. All students from Year 1-7 
participated. There was overwhelming positive 
response to many questions relating to the 
child’s social and emotional wellbeing and 
curriculum provision. For example 97% of 
students strongly agreed or agreed that they 
were happy at school. Similarly 99% of students 
said they had a lot of friends and felt that their 
teacher liked them. There was also great 
support for the subjects taught by specialist 
teachers. 
 

Very positive responses were made for 
questions based on the emotional areas covered 
by the You Can Do It program. This indicates 
that the program is achieving the desired 
outcomes in this affective domain. 
 

Data from our student satisfaction survey. 
 

·  Vertical axis shows percentage of responses 
·  Horizontal axis shows rating given 
·  Rating: SA = Strongly Agree, A = Agree 
·  SD = Strongly Disagree, D = Disagree. 
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30. I am a good reader 
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32. The school is safe 

 

Recommendations 
The question “I feel challenged at school” had 
15% of children disagreeing or strongly 
disagreeing.  This question had the greatest 
number of responses in the disagree or strongly 
disagree categories.  Whilst the percentage 
response does not represent a significant 
response it has provided food for thought and as 
a consequence the overarching school priority in 
2010 is to encourage all students to excel and to 
address critical thinking.  This will be done 
through all curriculum areas but a special focus 
will be through an oral language priority.  The 
survey made very clear that our students are 
confident, happy and feel safe at school. 
 

Client satisfaction surveys will be conducted for 
the various sections of our school community on 
a three year cycle.  In 2008 we surveyed the 
parents, 2009 the students and in 2010 we will 
survey our staff.  In this way, each year one 
sample group only will be targeted. 
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MANAGEMENT 
 

STUDENTS 
 

SCHOOL ENROLMENT PROFILE 
 

A total enrolment of 325 was achieved in 2009, 
with the following breakdown: 
 

K P 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
42 50 47 54 36 27 29 26 14 

 

STUDENT ATTENDANCE 
 

This table shows the average attendance rate 
(percentage) 
 

Year School State 
2007 94.1% 93.1 
2008 94.9% 92.6% 
2009 95.5% 92.9% 
 

Our attendance target was to decrease the 
percentage of children in the “at risk” category of 
attendance to 8%. This was achieved.  A 
student is in the “at risk” category with an 
attendance of 65% or less. A major general 
contributing factor in absenteeism, apart from 
confirmed illness, is extended family holidays. 
 

STUDENT DESTINATION 
 

Five of our 14 Year 7 students in 2009 were 
offered places in Gifted and Talented programs 
for secondary school.  In addition two 
scholarships to Mount Lawley SHS, one in 
LOTE and one in SVAPA, were awarded to Year 
7 students. 
 

Destination Schools Male  Female Total  
Mount Lawley Senior 
High School 4 4 8 

Shenton College 2 2 4 
Perth Modern 1  1 
Morley senior High 
School  1 1 

Independent Catholic 
College (Aranmore) 1  1 

 

STAFF 
 

The school staff was composed of: 
·  Teaching staff of 15.7 FTE made up of 20 

staff members 
·  Support and clerical staff of 7.8 made up of 

12 staff members. 
 

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING 
 

Professional Learning is highly valued at North 
Perth Primary School.  All staff members 
attended appropriate professional learning 

linked to system level initiatives and mandates, 
key elements of the school plan, as well as 
individual learning needs linked to Performance 
Management agreements.  A number of courses 
were delivered on-line through the Department 
of Education Portal, on the following topics: 
·  Child Protection 
·  Working with Children Checks 
·  Students On-line Policy. 
 

Staff engaged in a variety of professional 
learning during 2000, some of which included: 
·  First aid training 
·  Literacy planning 
·  Use of the electronic whiteboard  
·  Education and the Law 
·  Values and Sustainability 
·  Curriculum Leadership. 
 

BUDGET 
 

2009 SUMMARY OF INCOME & 
EXPENDITURE 
Income 
 

The school had an operating budget of 
$231,163.72.  This is a summary of the budget 
as at December 2009: 
 

Stationery , Office, Paper, Misc 7761.48 
Computer & Server Lease 3716.44 
Utilities 40274.83 
Cleaning & Rubbish Removal 7580.86 
Grounds Maintenance 3379.83 
Computer & Equip Repairs 4498.59 
Photocopier Service Agreements 2659.81 
Computer Equip & Software 24763.90 
Furniture 1139.87 
Plant & Equipment 6327.64 
Teacher Resources 2029.79 
Minor Works 19787.70 
Medical Supplies 159.80 
Professional Development 3552.26 
Library Books & Consumables 4778.34 
Curriculum 41023.74 
Students At Educational Risk 251.82 
Behaviour Management 317.27 
Graduation 335.54 
Camps, Excursions, Incursions, 
Swim. 

29205.73 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 203545.24 
Unallocated 27628.58 
TOTAL 
 
 

231173.82 

Reserve accounts 20967.09 
Salary Pool  51443.16 
GRAND TOTAL  303584.07 
 


